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Easter Breakfast 2015

Sunday, April 5th
9-10 AM in Shinaman Hall

ECUMENICAL SERVICE
APRIL 3rd at 7:00 pm

Join us before worship on Easter We have developed a
moming for our wonderful ’Fradltlon of' hosting

the Ecumenical Good Friday ser-

annual breakfast vice each year at our Church.
Alan Beyel does a wonderful job
leading a choir with members
from all the churches in town.

All are welcome; please feel free to bring your friends
and neighbors!

Enjoy a hot delicious breakfast strata (ham/egg/ Inside This Issue...

cheese, sausage/egg/cheese), “Spuds O’Neil” home Easter Breakfast 1
fries, sliced ham, baked goods, coffee, tea and juice. Good Friday 1
Gnagy Gnotes 2-3
Installation of Pastor Pam 3
A suggested donation is S5 per person or $S15 Calendar 4
per family to help cover the costs, with any extra \C/\j‘;'”_g M'”';‘;ry erd Z
. . . . 0 is my Shepherd?

profits going to benefit our Ecumenical Food Pantry. Christian Education -
Mission Interpretation 8
Coffee Hour 8

f h . . di | Spirituality in the Second
It you have any questions or are interested in volun- Half of Life 9
teering with food prep, cooking, serving or baking Church Work Day 9
please contact Todd Jirousek at Zrezbytte”a” Women ig

raauates

299-3526. Rotary Exchange Student 10

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! Food Pantry Hours:

Tuesday 11AM-12PM
and 7-8 PM
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One of the surprises | have found during my first month here in Marcellus First Presbyterian Church is
how many people have commented on the fact that | sing with the choir on Sunday mornings. | have been
reflecting on that, and want to share these “gnotes” with you.

é Music has always been an important part of my life. Some of my earliest memories are of standing on
a chair, watching as my father played the piano. | started learning to play the piano myself when | was five.
My mother tells me that when she started teaching my older sister to play the piano, | would go to the piano
after her lesson and start picking out the melodies | had heard, by ear. She decided she might as well teach
me, too! When we moved to Milwaukee, the organist finally agreed to give me piano lessons, even though
she thought | was too young. She also allowed me to join the junior choir, although | was too young for that,
too! I still remember the thrill of standing at the back of the church in my choir robe, waiting to process
down the aisle with the choir and participate in worship.

é In junior high, | began taking organ lessons in addition to piano lessons, and enjoyed playing the organ
in church as a substitute on occasion. In college, | decided to major in music because that was what | enjoyed
the most. | received a Bachelor of Music degree in piano, and took organ lessons during college when | could
fit it into my schedule. | wasn’t sure what | would do with music as a career, but | was certain | would always
be involved in music in the church!

é I moved to North Syracuse a year or so after graduating from college, and joined Northminster Pres-
byterian Church there. It wasn’t long before | joined the choir! | have our mutual friend, Rev. Ed Thornburg,
to thank for launching my career in music ministry. When the current organist/choir director moved out of
town, he asked if | would be interested in the position. | told him “Oh no, | couldn’t possibly do that; but I’'m
willing to help out for a few months until you find a replacement.” | recently accused Ed of not looking very
hard for another church musician after that. He gave me that grin of his, and said, with a twinkle in his eyes,
“l knew a good thing when | saw it!” | don’t know how good my music actually was, but | really enjoyed play-
ing the organ and working with the choir.

é As we moved out of state, then back again, | continued serving as a part-time organist and choir direc-
tor, in two Episcopal churches, then in the Methodist church in Cooperstown. Eventually, | had to give that
up due to growth in my family and my family business, leaving insufficient practice time. | still loved church
music, and have sung in the choir in most of the churches | have attended since then.

C‘% It was natural for me to continue singing in the choir after being ordained as a teaching elder. After
all, my father, who had a beautiful tenor voice, always sang in the choir in every church he served as a pastor.
So when | came here, | asked if | could sing in the choir. Little did | know what a treat it would be to work
with our wonderful director, organist, and choir members! | love singing with them every week.
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Gnagy Gnotes
Continued from page 2

é There is another reason why | like singing in the choir, however, besides the pure joy of praising God
through music and doing so with such wonderful people. To my mind, it is a way of embodying the concept
of servant leadership. As your pastor, | lead worship and seek to prepare meaningful sermons and worship
services. Butin the choir, | am just one member of the choir. | don’t choose the music; and | don’t lead it. |
am working with the choir members and doing my best to follow our choir director! Mine is not a solo voice;
I’'m just one of the choir. | simply love to sing and combine my voice with others to worship God.

C‘% There are many ways to sing a new song to the Lord. Some of us sing music, some lead it, some ac-
company it; some are soloists, and some of us just listen and enjoy it. But it’s all part of how we worship
God! Each of us has spiritual gifts — and you may discover, as | have, that the ways in which those gifts are
used to serve God change over the years, sometimes in surprising ways. And new gifts may emerge over
time, as evidenced in my move from the organ bench to the pulpit! So on Sunday morning | lead worship
with our liturgist, but when it’s time for the choir to sing | walk over and simply add my voice to the musical
offering of the day. You don’t need to be the best at anything; and you don’t have to be good at everything!
God will use you, sometimes in surprising ways, if you are willing to use the gifts you have been given, and be
open to developing those gifts and discovering new ones.

é So sing, or listen; play solo or join the chorus. There are many ways to serve God, and many ways in
which the people of this church do so! “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are
varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but the same God who activates
all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good” 1 Corinthians
12:4-7. 1 am happy to have the opportunity to serve God as your pastor, and | am happy to simply add one
more small voice to our worship music. | look forward to working with all of you as we use the gifts we have
been given for the common good, and discover new ones! Together, we can use all of them to sing a new
song and serve God, in this community and around the world.

Easter blessings,
Pastor Pam

INSTALLATION OF PASTOR PAM

Please join us for Pastor Pam's installation service on Sunday, April 19 at 3:00 pm at Marcellus First
Presbyterian Church. Our new pastor will be formally installed at that time by Cayuga-Syracuse Presby-
tery. There will be a worship service, wonderful music, and a reception afterwards. Come celebrate with us!
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April 2015

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
5:00 pmFinance and | 10:30 am 6:15 pmEcu- 8amMe n 0 s
B & G Meeting Coffee hour at First menical Choir Devotions
Cup Café meet
NO ZUMBA
8 pmAA Mtg 7:30 pmChoir Re- 7 pm Ecumeni-
8 pm Al Anon Mtg | hearsal cal Good Friday
Service at MFPC
58 Easter Sunday 6 7 8 9 10 11
8amMe n 6 s
9:00 amEaster Egg 7 pm Mission 8 pm AA Mtg 10:30 am Devotions
Hunt Interpretation 8 pm Al Anon Mtg | Coffee hour at First
9:00 amEaster Break- Meeting Cup Café NO ZUMBA
fast
10 amWorship 7:30 pmChoir Re- 10 am Spirituality
hearsal in the second half
of life
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
10 amWorship with 7 pmBoard of 8 pm AA Mtg 10:30 am 8amMend s
Richard Smith preaching | Deacons Mtg 8 pm Al Anon Mtg | Coffee hour at First Devotions
Cup Café
9 amZumba
7:30 pmChoir Re-
hearsal
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10 amWorship 6 pm Finance 10:30 am 8amMend s
10:30 amSunday Committee 8 pm AA Mtg Coffee hour at First Devotions
School 7 pmBuilding & 8 pm Al Anon Mtg | Cup Café
Grounds 9 amZumba
3 pmInstallation of 7 pm Fellowship 7:30 pmChoir Re-
Rev. Pamela Gnagy at & Outreach hearsal 9am Church Work
MFPC Day
26 27 28 29 30
10 amWorship 7 pm Session 8 pmAA Mtg 10:30 am
Meeting 8 pm Al Anon Mtg | Coffee hour at First
10:30 amSunday Cup Café
School
7:30 pmChoir Re-
hearsal
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Communion To
Shutlns

The Deacons co-

Bl
ordinate the offering &

of the Sacrament of [“ i -’/

Holy Communion to

the homebound on Sundays that
we celebrate the Sacrament in
worship.

The next opportunity for them
to deliver Communion will be on
April 5. If you are homebound and
would like to receive Communion,
please call the Church Office, 673-
2201, or Debbie Swankey, Modera-
tor of the Deacons, at
673-1403

CONNECTIONS

Connections is published the first
of each month by the Marcellus
First Presbyterian Church.
Deadline for materials is the 20tj
of the month preceding the month
of publication. Submit materials
and address changes to Church
Office.
Marcellus First Presbyterian
Church
PO Box 147, 1 East Main St.
Marcellus, NY 13108
Phone: 315-673-2201
e-mail: office@marcelluspc.com
website:
www.marcelluspresbyterian.com

10.00 AM
10:30 AM

Worship:
Church School:

Views expressed are those of the
authors and not official positions
of the Session, unless noted.

Food Pantry Hours
Tuesdays
11 am-12 noon & 7- 8 pm

IN OUR PRAYERSX

...Lynn Rice
...Carmen Costa
...Jean Reichard
...Joanne Cramer
...Jan Linderman
...Jean Reichard
...Bud Flitcroft
...Betty Kenyon
...Donna Oberlender
...Roger Hakes
...Mike Caster

...Our Armed forces worldwide

...0ur friends & loved ones in need

...Peace
The Deacons

HAPPY ANNIVERSERY...

Bill & Sandy Manciocchi 4/3
Bill & Allene Grossman 4/4
John & Carolynn Longuil 4/9

The Marcellus Food Pantry
will be closed on Tuesday,
April 7th and will reopen on
Tuesday, April 14th.

Contact Information for
Pastor Pam

E-mail:
pastorpam.mfpc@gmail.com

Cell Phone—315-867-8962
Home Phone—315-673-4575

Zachary DeSantis 4/2

Nancy VanDerhoof 4/3

Jean Lathey 4/5

Jamie Johnston 4/6

Karen Winters 4/13
Tracy Stalker 4/15
Audrey Loewer 4/17
Michelle Gardner 4/18
Nancy Gunsalus 4/19
Jackie Davies 4/20
Todd Jirousek 4/20
Peg Thorne 4/20
Bill Clark 4/21
Lou Marble 4/23
Brian Gates 4/26
Eugene Rice 4/28
Diane Snyder 4/30

Worship Attendance

March 1 84
March 8 83
March 15 82
March 22 73
March 29 101

SAVE THE DATE - APRIL 25%"
at 9:00 am. We have many
different jobs to spruce up
the Church inside and out.
All are

welcome!

I\
\\
S
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Who is my Shepherd?

The first thing that comes to my mind is The 23 @0 OAT1 | I O
SEAPEAOAR ) OEAIT 110 xA1 068 4EEO PAOOEAOQDI

But what does it mean to be a shepherd in the practical sense? Perhaps we are more
OOAA O OEA x1 OAO8 £ZOEAT An 1 AT 01 oh OAAAEAO

10 A AAAATTh )B8OA OET OCEO A 110 AAT 60 EIT x

According to our new Book of Order, G -¢c 8 m¢mtp O$AAATT $AAEET /
lists the role of the deacon this way:

O 4EA T ETEOOOU 1T &£ AAAATT AOG OAO &I OOE ET 3A
sharing in the redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, the
friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or structures, or anyone in
AEOOOAOOS8G

So now what do we do?

| understand that many people, for most of the time, will not need a deacon intervening
Al O OEAI 8 4EAU 1 AU EAOA OEAEO 1 x1 OOE!/
They may even have a connection already, with someone within our church family.
That is the true blessing of being part of this community.

AAT 60 OAI Al ARO AgGAAOI U xEATh AO A DPOEI O
xA AAAEAAA O &£ O0i OOEADPEAOA 1 EOCOOG6Hh Al i POE
Our intent, | believe, was to make ourselves known and available to those on our list,

but not to be intrusive in any way.

We want to make sure that everyone has someone they can turn to in a time of need,
so no one will ever feel alone.

So as a new board of deacons begins its journey,
N one of us may attempt to reach out to you. A A
) £ UTO AOA 110 AT 1T OAAOCAAR AT A xEOE OI EITT x
IO Ul 0 AT OI A AT1 OAAO 0AOOI O 0Aih OEA AEOQO/
| would be very happy to listen to any comments or concerns.
Together in Christ.

Deborah Swankey, chairman
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Christian Education

Easter Egg Hunt

We’'ll have our annual Easter Egg Hunt at MFPC
this coming Sunday morning. Any elementary aged chil-
dren are welcome to participate, whether you attend
our church or not. Friends and family who may be in
town for the holiday are encouraged to join us. There
will be plenty of eggs to be found. Just bring a basket
and plan to meet us in the Gathering space around
8:55am. We will start the hunt right at 9am, then head
to Shinaman Hall to enjoy some of the Easter breakfast
before service. Looking forward to seeing lots of kids
there!

Orenda Springs DayJUNE 7th

(note the date change!!)

A date has been set for the youth at MFPC to
spend the day at Orenda Springs Experiential Learning
Center in Marcellus. On
June 7th, we will plan to
head over to Orenda
Springs early in the
morning and spend the
first part of the day do-
ing some service work
for that organization.
This will likely involve
some physical labor of
some sort, so kids will
want to dress appropri-
ately. The second part of the day will be spent partici-
pating in some challenges at the various challenge
course sites on the property. These experiences will be
geared toward building camaraderie within our group,
and encouraging individual personal growth. This will
be a nice culminating event near the end of our Sunday
School year and we hope that all youth will plan on at-
tending. Each person attending is welcome to bring one
friend or sibling with them. The cost is typically $30 per
person. We will ask that youth pay $15 of that fee and
MFPC will pay for the rest. Mark your calendars! It will
be a blast!

Experiential Learning Center

Library Box Building Party

Our Little Free Library box kit has ar-
rived! In the next couple of weeks, we will be
having an evening get together at the church to
decorate and build our library book box and get
it ready for installation outside of the church
doors. We will make a night of it, with food
and fun group games. Once we settle on a
date, we will send out a notice to kids and par-
ents so that you can plan to get it on your cal-
endars!

| KAf RNB yi My 30stizy R

This year’s Children’s Sunday service
will be held on Sunday, May 31st. This is the
Sunday immediately following Memorial Day
weekend. Our preparations will begin in early
May and all of the children at MFPC will be in-
volved in one way or another during the ser-
vice. It’'s always a fun time when the kids take
over for the morning, so please make every
effort to attend. We have wonderful children
at our church and it’s a blessing to be able to
devote a morning to celebrating them.

Spring Break Sunday School
Schedule

The first Sunday of Spring Break is
Easter Sunday. We will not be holding Sunday
School classes or youth group meetings that
morning, as children will be sitting with their
families in the sanctuary for the entirety of the
service. Many of our older youth will be play-
ing their instruments in the morning’s musical
celebration, as well. We will not hold classes
or meetings on Sunday, April 12th, since many
people will be traveling, including some of our
youth leaders and teachers. Regular meetings
and classes will resume on Sunday, April 19th.
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Mission Interpretation

Again this year, the Mission Interpretation Committee asked you, the congregation, to contribute
non-food items to the food pantry. These items cannot be bought with SNAP benefits (aka food stamps) but
are essential in running a household. Thanks to your generosity, we collected:

13 tubes toothpaste 5 boxes/bottles fabric softener

6 toothbrushes 5 bottles dishwashing detergent

5 bottles mouthwash 11 bottles household cleaning products
14 bottles shampoo/conditioner 9 packages toilet paper

6 bags feminine supplies 17 boxes facial tissue

8 sticks deodorant 5 packages paper towels

5 cans shaving cream/razor packages 2 packages napkins

12 packages soap 9 packages diapers

18 bottles laundry detergent 13 packages baby wipes

2 bottles bleach 17 jars baby food

9 bottles baby lotion, cleanser, shampoo
In addition, we collected sponges, lip balm, bandages and other misc items.

*Note: packages of toilet paper, soap, razors, etc were not opened during counting but may be opened for
distribution purposes.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our neighbors who use the food pantry. Your caring really makes
a difference.

The Mission Interpretation Committee

COME JOIN THE COFFEE
CLUB

Thursday mornings at
10:30 am

First Cup Café

&

The Coffee Club
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SPIRITUALITY IN THE SECOND HALF OF LIFE

a conversation for people 50 and over
led by Rev. Dr. Ginny Smith

On Saturdays, April 11, May 16, and June 13, 2@ddn 10- 11:30 AM in the Fireplace Room, we
will continue our discussion on HOW WE EXPERIENCE GOD WORKING IN OUR LIVES. Joan Chittister's book,
The Gift of Years: Growing Older Gracefully, has been an excellent resource in guiding our conversations and
the gatherings. Our topics on April 11 will be "Lonelinesg "Solitude" and "Joy} based on chapters in Joan's
book with the same titles. All people from our church and other churches are welcome to join us for some
very lively and insightful conversations around the topics of the day.
Food for thought and reflection about SOLITUDE from Joan's betkolitude is chosen. It is the act
of being alone in order to be with ourselves. We seek solitude for the sake of the soul. . .. Solitude opens
up to the wonders of the world without noise, a world without clutter, a world purged of the social whirl. . . .
Solitude is not a way of running away from life, from the aging process, from our feelings. On the contrary.

This is the time we sort them out, air them, get over them, and go on without the burden of yesterday."

4 )
MARY  SEPULCHRE = EARTHQUAKE

ANGEL  STONE ROBE
A|R| K| E SO/ J]| G| E

SNOW  JESUS RISEN
M| O[a[UIS|3[TINIOIM wE oy GREETINGS

J
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Presbyterian Women

P. W. will meet on April 8th at
11:30 am in the Fireside
Room. Bring a sandwich.
Dessert and beverage will
be provided. We will be
assembling School Kits for
Church World Service.

The Churchwide Gathering

of Presbyterian Women

Will take place in Minneapolis
Minnesota on June 18-21, 2015. The
theme this year is One Body, One
Spirit. It will be a time to celebrate
the one Spirit that lives and works
through all of us. It will also be an op-
portunity to renew ourselves as an
important body within the Church —
one body with many members.

Anyone who has ever
attended one of these events has
found it to be a “Mountain Top”
experience. If anyone is interested in
attending, contact Jackie Davies for a
registration booklet.

Time is of the essence.
Jackie Davies

MARCELLUS FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P.. Box 147
Marcellus, NY 13108

Address Service Requested

Please use P.O. Box 147 when corresponding with the Church

ROTARY EXCHANGE STUDENT

A Rotary Exchange Student is coming to Marcellus High
School for the 2015/16 school year, but needs three families to
live with for 4 months as a time. Marcellus Rotary doesn’t know
where the student is coming from or what the gender is, but we
do know that there are families in this school district that would
provide a room, food and a healthy family relationship for this
student.

What makes a good host family? It would be good to have
a student of roughly the same age, but often a host family may
have younger children or maybe no children. The host family
must be responsible and willing to exercise appropriate parental

ALL YOU GRADUATESI!!Iresponsibility. Ideally the family will actively enhance the

Just a reminder that we will be
collecting pictures
and a brief bio on
all graduates again
this year for our
June newsletter.
The bio can
include where and when they are
graduating. What they have
accomplished and what their future
plans are. The deadline will be
May 18th.

exchange experience by involving the student in many different
community activities.

The four months that the student resides with the host
family may lead to a lifetime relationship. The relationship should
promote international understanding and peace. Your efforts as
a host family can be the seed for a lifetime of international
understanding.

Talk with your family and determine if you would like to
pursue being a host family. Contact, as soon as possible, Matt
Murphy at mmurphy2@twcny.rr.com or Charlie Smith at
deaconcharlie@hotmail.com to get more information and to offer
your home for four months.
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